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DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE
ar AND TOURISM

PRESS RELEASE

Under the patronage of HH Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed

The 12" edition of Abu Dhabi Art opens as a virtual fair

With record line up of 68 international galleries and works by 200+ artists,
guest curators draw on diverse perspectives for the most global iteration of the fair to date

Abu Dhabi, UAE, 18 November 2020: Held under the patronage of HH Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Member of the Abu Dhabi Executive Council and Chairman of Abu Dhabi
Executive Office, the 12th edition of Abu Dhabi Art will open on Thursday 19" November as a virtual
fair, featuring 68 galleries and more than 200 artists from around the globe.

Collaborating with the largest number of curators to date, Abu Dhabi Art, which is organised by the
Department of Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi), will run for an extended period, from
19t to 26t November 2020, with a series of commercial exhibitions dedicated to Contemporary art from
South Korea, Africa, India, and the UAE alongside regular Modern and Contemporary booths, a
dedicated performance art sector and the Beyond: Emerging Artists platform.

This year’s virtual fair will, for the first time, integrate live-stream video interviews with artists, curators
and gallerists, and feature a lively talks programme.

Highlights include:

e Modern and Contemporary: 37 galleries from 15+ countries around the world will exhibit works
in virtual booths offering curatorial frameworks for each presentation.

e The Day After: Abu Dhabi Art’s first ever sector dedicated to Contemporary African art. By
leading curator Simon Njami, the sector brings together works from seven new galleries,
exploring concepts of time during the pandemic.

o Material — Real: A new sector exploring Contemporary art from South Korea, curated by Sung
woo Kim and featuring 13 new galleries.

e India Today: Curator Ashwin Thadani returns to Abu Dhabi Art to present works from across
the Indian subcontinent.

e A Picture Held Us Captive: Nada Raza brings together five galleries to showcase works by
Contemporary artists based in the UAE.

e Beyond: Emerging Artists: This year, the annual programme, which commissions new work by
up-and-coming Emirati artists, is curated by Maya El-Khalil and dedicated to the theme of
memory. It will showcase works by artists Hind Mezaina, Afra Al Dhaheri and Afra Al Suwaidi.
Works can be viewed online and at Manarat Al Saadiyat, where they will be exhibited from 19t
November until the end of December 2020.
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s Performing Arts Programme: Curated by Rose Lejeune, the programme presents four new
works by Alice Theobald, Raed Yassin, Maitha Abdalla and Nastio Mosquito, created during
the pandemic and filmed in 360-degrees in Berlin, London, Abu Dhabi and Lisbon. Online
visitors anywhere in the world can view the works through downloadable VR goggles using their
mobile phones, while visitors based in the UAE can visit in person at Manarat Al Saadiyat.

s Talks Programme: with established speakers from the art community in the UAE, including
Antonia Carver, Laila Binbrek, Reem Fadda, Nawal al Qassimi, Smita Prabakhar and Zain
Massud, together with international participants including Chris Dercon, Fawz Kabra and Aimee
Dawson, alongside participating curators and artists in the 2020 edition of the fair, the talks
programme will aim to engage audiences in discussions related to the development of the art
scene in the UAE over the past decade, Contemporary art practices in the country and art
perspectives and insights from around the world.

Commenting on the Abu Dhabi Art virtual fair, HE Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak, Chairman of the
Department of Culture and Tourism — Abu Dhabi said: “Beyond its role as our emirate’s flagship art
fair, Abu Dhabi Art is a key player within the UAE’s dynamic and multifaceted cultural ecosystem. A
mirror of Abu Dhabi’s multinational population, the fair brings a diverse range of artists, galleries and
cultural professionals together on a global platform that connects the regional and international art
worlds. The fair is a key element within DCT Abu Dhabi’s strategy of placing culture at the centre of the
emirate’s development and a testament to our long-term commitment to developing a creative and
artistically conscious city.”

HE Saood Al Hosani, Acting Undersecretary of the Department of Culture and Tourism — Abu
Dhabi said: “We are particularly proud to see Abu Dhabi Art take place in this new and innovative
format, given the effects of the current pandemic on the global art market. This represents a prime
example of Abu Dhabi’s strength, resilience, and creativity. Abu Dhabi Art plays a vital role in supporting
the development of a sustainable cultural ecosystem in Abu Dhabi, and therefore, it was extremely
important to ensure the fair continued as a singular platform for our galleries to present their works,
despite the limitations in not being able to hold a physical fair.”

Dyala Nusseibeh, Director of Abu Dhabi Art said: “We are committed to supporting galleries that
have been exhibiting with Abu Dhabi Art for years, while developing new markets for the Emirates. The
12th edition presents our most global fair to date in digital format — alongside select on-site projects in
Abu Dhabi. We also continue to prioritise dynamic curatorial content, whether through the performance
programme by Rose Lejeune, our Emerging Artists commissions or through curated gallery sectors that
focus on Africa, South Korea and India.”

For the first time ever, internationally renowned guest curators are invited to work with galleries and
artists to highlight works from a number of different geographies and present the work online. Simon
Njami will work alongside a record seven participating galleries for ‘The Day After’, a sector dedicated
to Contemporary art from across the African continent. The galleries include Afriart Gallery (Kampala)
representing Richard Atugonza and Ahmed Abushriaa; Catinca Tabacaru Gallery (Bucharest)
representing Chioma Ebinama and Terrence Musekiwa; Galerie Cécile Fakoury (lvory Coast)
representing Ouattara Watts and Dalila Dalléas Bouzar, Galerie Maia Muller (Paris) representing
Hassan Musa and Myriam Mihindou; Galerie MAM (Cameroon) representing Patrick Yonkeu and Joel
M’pahdoo; Septieme Gallery (Paris) representing Kaloki Nyamai and Yvanovitch Mbaya; and OH
Gallery (Senegal) representing Gopal Dagnogo and Aliou Diack.

Sung woo Kim, curating ‘Material — Real’, a section looking at Contemporary art from South Korea, will
work with 13 participating galleries, including A-Lounge (Seoul) representing Sunny Kim; Arario
Gallery (Seoul) representing Jang Jongwan; Gallery Baton (Seoul) representing Chung Heeseung;
Gallery Chosun (Seoul) representing Jeong Jeong-ju; Gallery Hyundai (Seoul) representing Lee
Seulgi; GALLERY?2 (Seoul) representing Jeon Hyunsun; Gana Art (Seoul) representing Back Seung
Woo; Hakgojae Gallery (Seoul) representing Lee Woosung; Johyun Gallery (Busan) representing
Lee Bae; P21 (Seoul) representing Choi Jeong Hwa; PIBI Gallery (Seoul) representing Chun Eun;
Whistle (Seoul) representing Ram Han and SPACE Willing N Dealing (Seoul) representing Baek
Kyungho.
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Ashwin Thadani curating, ‘India Today’, a sector looking at the Indian subcontinent, will work with six
galleries, including Exhibit 320 (New Delhi), Galerie Isa (Mumbai), Gallery Espace (New Delhi),
Grosvenor Gallery (London), Threshold Art Gallery (New Delhi) and Vadehra Art Gallery (New
Delhi).

Nada Raza will work alongside five participating galleries for ‘A Picture Held Us Captive’, a section on
Contemporary artists represented by UAE galleries. The galleries include The Third Line (Dubai),
Carbon12 (Dubai), Gallery Isabelle van den Eynde (Dubai), Green Art Gallery (Dubai) and Grey
Noise (Dubai).

The Modern and Contemporary section of the fair will feature 37 participating galleries including 1x1
Art Gallery (Dubai), Agial Art Gallery (Beirut), Aicon Contemporary (New York), Almine Rech
(New York, London, Paris, Shanghai), ATHR (Jeddah), Ayyam Gallery (Dubai), COLNAGHI
(London), Custot Gallery (Dubai), Galerie ElImarsa Gallery (Dubai), Etihad Modern Art Gallery
(Abu Dhabi), Galerie Brigitte Schenk (Cologne), Galerie Janine Rubeiz (Beirut)), GALERIST
(Istanbul), GALLERIA CONTINUA (San Gimignano), Gallery Isabelle van den Eynde (Dubai),
Gallery Lee & Bae (Busan), Gazelli Art House (London), Giorgio Persano (Turin), Hafez Gallery
(Jeddah), Hanart TZ Gallery (Honk Kong), Hunar Gallery (Dubai), Le Violon Bleu (Carthage),
Leehwaik Gallery (Seoul), Leila Heller Gallery (Dubai), Marian Goodman Gallery (New York),
Meem Gallery (Dubai), October Gallery (London), Pi Artworks (Istanbul), Sabrina Amrani
(Madrid), Salwa Zeidan Gallery (Abu Dhabi), Sapar Contemporary (New York), Zawyeh Gallery
(Dubai), The Park Gallery (London), Tabari Art Space (Dubai), Lawrie Shabibi (Dubai), HdM
(Beijing) and Khak Gallery (Tehran and Dubai).

Abu Dhabi Art’s virtual edition will be live from Thursday, 19" November to Thursday, 26" November
2020 and accessible to visitors here: https://www.abudhabiart.ae/

For more information on Abu Dhabi Art 2020 and its year-round programmes, visit abudhabiart.ae and
follow Abu Dhabi Art on social media: Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

END
For press enquiries please contact:
Angela Borkhoche / Katie Campbell
Brunswick Arts
ABUDHABIART @brunswickgroup.com

Notes to Editors:

About Abu Dhabi Art

Abu Dhabi Art expands beyond the notion of a traditional art fair, in placing strong emphasis on a
diverse public engagement programme, including art installations and exhibitions, talks and events that
take place in different locations throughout the year. The culmination of this year-long programme is
the Abu Dhabi Art event in November, which provides an important sales platform for participating
galleries whilst also offering these galleries an opportunity to showcase ambitious installations and site-
specific works by their artists to a wide audience.

About the Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi

The Department of Culture and Tourism conserves and promotes the heritage and culture of Abu Dhabi
emirate and leverages them in the development of a world-class, sustainable destination of distinction
that enriches the lives of visitors and residents alike. The Department manages the emirate’s tourism
sector and markets the destination internationally through a wide range of activities aimed at attracting
visitors and investment. Its policies, plans and programmes relate to the preservation of heritage and
culture, including protecting archaeological and historical sites and to developing museums, including
the Louvre Abu Dhabi, the Zayed National Museum and the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi. The Department
of Culture and Tourism supports intellectual and artistic activities and cultural events to nurture a rich
cultural environment and honour the emirate’s heritage. A key role played by the Department is to create
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synergy in the destination’s development through close co-ordination with its wide-ranging stakeholder
base.

About Dyala Nusseibeh

Dyala Nusseibeh has been the Director of Abu Dhabi Art since 2016. Having graduated with a BA from
Cambridge University and an MLitt (with Distinction) from Glasgow University, she spent a year at the
Cultural Foundation in Abu Dhabi followed by four years at the Saatchi Gallery in London as Head of
Education. In this capacity she organised annual student shows, the education programme at the gallery
and a travelling exhibition of works from the Saatchi collection to Ipswich in order to broaden outreach.
In 2013, Nusseibeh became founding Director of Artinternational Istanbul, managed by leading fair
organisers Angus Montgomery, a position she held until 2016 when she joined the Department of
Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi.

About Simon Njami

Simon Njami is a Paris-based independent curator, lecturer, art critic and novelist. Njami was the co-
founder and Editor-in-Chief of Revue Noire, a journal of contemporary African and extra-occidental art.
He has served as the Artistic Director of the first Johannesburg art fair in 2008, the Bamako photography
biennale for 10 years, and the Dak’art Biennale (2018/2018). He also co-curated the first African pavilion
at the 52nd Venice Biennale in 2007,

Njami has curated numerous exhibitions of contemporary art and photography, including Africa Remix
(2004/2007) and the first African Art Fair, held in Johannesburg in 2008; The Divine Comedy (2013), at
the MMK (Museum fur Moderne Kunst) in Frankfurt; SCAD, Savannah (2014) and The Smithsonian in
Washington DC (2015); Xenopolis in Berlin (2015); Afriques Capitales in Paris and Lille (2017); and
Metropolis Maxxi (2018).

He was member of the scientific boards of numerous museums and a visiting professor at the University
of California San Diego (UCSD).

In 1998, he created the Pan-African master classes in photography, with the Goethe Institut, which he
then directed for more than 12 years. Njami also set up the collection of contemporary art for the
Memorial Acte museum in Guadeloupe. He has published and edited numerous books, with the latest
being Stories Histories: The Story of Revue Noire (2020).

Njami studied literature, law and philosophy at the Sorbonne in Paris.
Simon Njami is Curator of the gallery sector “The Day After” at Abu Dhabi Art 2020

About Sung woo Kim

Sung woo Kim is an independent curator and writer. He is interested in curatorial methodologies that
produce and pose questions relating to time and space, and investigates how to reflect individuals’
subjectivities in the form of exhibition. Kim directed the curatorial programme and management of
Amado Art Space, Seoul (2015-2019), and was appointed as an artistic director in the curatorial
collective formed for the Gwangju Biennale (2018). This year, he was appointed as a curatorial advisor
for the Busan Biennale.

The exhibitions and projects he has curated include Glider (Gallery2, Seoul, 2020); Anamorphose :
depict but blurry, distant but vivid (WESS, Seoul, 2020); MINUS HOURS (Wumin Art Center, Cheongju,
2019); Tracing, Detouring, Piercing (Hakgojae Gallery, Seoul, 2020); Remembrance has a rear and
front (publishing project, Hejuk Press, 2019); The 12th Gwangju Biennale: Imagined Borders (Gwangju
Biennale Exhibition Hall, Asia Culture Center, 2018); Different Kinds of White (P21, 2018); Black Night,
Video Night (d/p, 2018); sunday is monday, monday is sunday (Space Willing n Dealing, 2018); Blank
Shot (Art Sonje Center, Seoul, 2017); Nobody’s Space (Amado Art Space, 2016); Platform. B (Amado
Art Space, 2015).

Sung woo Kim is Curator of the gallery sector “Korean Contemporary Art’, Abu Dhabi Art 2020

About Ashwin Thadani

This material is distributed by Brunswick Group LLC on behalf of the Department of Culture and Tourism —
Abu Dhabi. Additional information is on file with the FARA Registration Unit of the Department of Justice,
Washington, DC.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 11/19/2020 10:17:48 AM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 11/19/2020 10:17:48 AM

Ashwin Thadani founded Galerie Isa in 2011, and has since established the gallery as a leading
proponent of international contemporary art on the Indian subcontinent. He has been deeply committed
to the growth of the gallery since its inception and has played an integral role in exhibiting works of
several critically acclaimed International artists, such as Diana Al-Hadid, Ali Banisadr, Adrian Ghenie,
Olafur Eliasson and Idris Khan among others.

Ashwin Thadani is Curator for the second year of the gallery sector “India Today”, Abu Dhabi Art 2020

About Nada Raza

Nada Raza is Curatorial Advisor for Alserkal Arts Foundation. She was the founding Artistic Director of
the Ishara Art Foundation in Dubai, where she curated Altered Inheritance: Home is a Foreign Place
with Shilpa Gupta and Zarina Hashmi, and Body Building, a thematic exhibition of lens-based work,
both in 2019. Prior to this, Raza was Research Curator at Tate Research Centre: Asia, with a particular
focus on South Asia. Raza co-curated Bhupen Khakhar: You Can't Please All (2016), and organised
displays of work by international artists including Meshac Gaba, Monir Shahroudy Farmanfarmaian,
Zarina Hashmi, Sheela Gowda, Amar Kanwar and Mrinalini Mukherjee. Raza was guest curator of the
Abraaj Capital Art Prize (2014) and curated a thematic exhibition, The Missing One, for the Dhaka Art
Summit in Bangladesh and the Cffice for Contemporary Art in Norway (2016). She has also worked on
international art at the Institute for International Visual Art (Iniva) and at Green Cardamom in London.
She holds an MA from the Chelsea College of Art and Design and is a doctoral candidate at the
Courtauld Institute of Art.

Nada Raza is Curator of the gallery sector “A Picture Held Us Captive”, Abu Dhabi Art 2020

About Maya EI Khalil
Born in Beirut, currently lives in Oxford, UK.

Maya El-Khalil is an independent curator, who for the last decade has been working locally, regionally
and internationally with artists, collectors and institutions to develop the identity and ideas that have
defined the contemporary art scene in Saudi Arabia. From its inception in 2009 until 2016, she was the
Founding Director of Athr, a leading contemporary art gallery based in Jeddah. She is the curator of the
7th Edition of 21,39 Jeddah Arts.

El Khalil holds a Bachelor's Degree in Mechanical Engineering and an MBA from the American
University of Beirut. She is currently enrolled in an MA Program in Art and Politics at Goldsmiths
University.

Maya El-Khalil is Curator of the programme “Beyond: Emerging Artists”, Abu Dhabi Art 2020

About Rose Lejeune

Rose Lejeune is a London-based curator and researcher focused on creating sustainable, cross-sector
mechanisms to support the production and collection of contemporary art across the whole range of
materials and mediums that artists today use.

In addition to regular writing and public speaking on these topics, she is currently working towards
Performance Exchange, a UK-wide project working to embed performance within collections, and
highlight the work commercial galleries do to support artists across the spectrum of contemporary art
materials and practices. Rose is also the Associate Curator for the Delfina Foundation’s Collecting as
Practice programme where she developed the groundbreaking programme that looks at the politics and
economics of global collections.

Rose’s current curatorial activities have developed following a decade of experience working with public
organisations throughout the UK and in particular working closely with artists to commission for non-
gallery situations. This includes as Curator for Art on the Underground, and Education Projects Curator
at the Serpentine Gallery. Rose holds a BA in Philosophy and Art History, and an MA in Curating
Contemporary Art from the Royal College of Art. Finally, Rose is currently a PhD candidate in Curating
at Goldsmiths College, University of London, where her research focuses on curatorial frameworks for
performance art in, and out, of the art market.
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Rose Lejeune is Curator of Performance, Abu Dhabi Art 2020

About Hind Mezaina
Born and works in Dubai.

Hind Mezaina's work delves into themes of collective memory, the notion of heritage, and the
representation of Dubai and the UAE in the media. Her work is a continuous development of what she
describes as a ‘visual archaeology’ through research, observation, collecting and preserving memories.
Working primarily in photography, and most recently in video and collage, her work has been exhibited
in numerous exhibitions in the UAE and abroad, including ‘Made in Tashkeel’ (Tashkeel, 2018); Sharjah
Biennial 13: Tamawuj (2017); ‘Al Haraka Baraka: In Movement There |Is Blessing’ (Maraya Art Centre,
Sharjah, 2016). She has also worked on various commissioned projects, including ‘The Wedding
Project’ (Art Dubai, 2016); ‘In the Meanwhile’ (Global Art Forum, Art Dubai, 2014); ‘Cassette Project’
(Red Bull Music Academy Bass Camp, Dubai, 2013) and ‘Mass Medium: Emirati TV on Home Video’,
(Global Art Forum, Art Dubai, 2012). Hind curates film screenings for Louvre Abu Dhabi, is the Founder
of The Culturist blog and the Co-Founder of Tea with Culture podcast. She participated in the 2016
Autumn Programme residency at Delfina Foundation, supported by Maraya Art Centre. She is a
graduate of the 2015-2016 Salama Emerging Artist Fellowship (SEAF) and was selected for Ai.R
Dubai 2015, a partnership between Delfina Foundation, Dubai Culture and Arts Authority and Tashkeel.

Hind Mezaina is a commissioned artist for the programme “Beyond: Emerging Artists”, Abu Dhabi Art
2020 curated by Maya El-Khalil

About Afra Al Dhaheri
Born and works in Abu Dhabi.

Afra Al Dhaheri’'s work is rooted in her experiences growing up in Abu Dhabi and the wider UAE — a
place of recent and rapid change. Working across various mediums including mixed media, sculpture,
drawing, painting, installation, photography, and printmaking, she draws out notions of time and
adaptation, rigor and fragility.

With each experiment, there is a new phase, each new phenomenon or actualization plucked from her
unigue vocabulary of references — repetition acts as a method for prolonging time as much as a tool
through which to truly experience or realize each stage of a work.

Born in 1288 in Abu Dhabi, UAE, Al Dhaheri obtained her MFA from Rhode Island School of Design,
USA in 2017 and completed residencies with The Salama bint Hamdan Emerging Artists Fellowship,
in partnership with the Rhode Island School of Design in 2014 and Porthmeor Studios, St. Ives,
Cornwall, UK (2019).

Her first solo exhibition ‘Inevitable Ephemera’ was hosted by T + H Gallery in Boston, USA in 2016.
Selected group exhibitions include ‘Avoid Bad Dreams’, Green Art Gallery, Dubai, UAE (2019);
‘Barcelona to Abu Dhabi’, Manarat Al Saadiyat, Abu Dhabi, UAE (2018) and ‘Emirati Expressions’,
Manarat Al Saadiyat, Abu Dhabi, UAE (2011 and 2015). She works as an Assistant Professor in Visual
Arts at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, UAE.

Afra Al Dhaheri is a commissioned artist for the programme “Beyond: Emerging Artists”, Abu Dhabi Art
2020 curated by Maya El-Khalil

About Afra Al Suwaidi
Born and works in Abu Dhabi.

Emirati artist Afra Salman Al Suwaidi was born in 1992. She specialized in fine arts and received a BA
Degree from Zayed University in 2016. Al Suwaidi participated in a number of shows locally and
internationally. In 2015 she participated in an exhibition at the Rochester Contemporary Art Center in
New York and at Lessedra World Art Print Annual Exhibition in Sofia, Bulgaria. In 2017 she participated
in Imago Mundi in Treviso, Italy. Locally Al Suwaidi presented her work in the French Alliance Art
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Exhibition In Abu Dhabi and in ‘Guggenheim Abu Dhabi: Do Art Do It Now’, Manarat Al Saadiyat in
2017. Most recently she participated in the 35th Annual Exhibition of the Emirates Fine Arts Society in
Sharjah, UAE.

Al Suwaidi is currently participating in the Cultural Foundation Art Residency 2020.

Afra Al Suwaidi is a commissioned artist for the programme “Beyond: Emerging Artists”, Abu Dhabi Art
2020 curated by Maya El-Khalil
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